
  

 

 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

“To waste, to destroy our natural resources, to skin and exhaust the land instead of using it 
so as to increase its usefulness, will result in undermining in the days of our children the 
very prosperity which we ought by right to hand down to them amplified and developed.”  

~ Theodore Roosevelt ~ 

Oxford County Soil & Water Conservation District 
17 Olson Road, Suite 3,South Paris ME 04281 

207-744-3111, 744-3119 
oxfordcountyswcd@gmail.com   

Weathering the Storm by Tabitha Clowater 
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OCSWCD Board Meetings 
Oxford County Soil & Water Conservation District Board 
Meetings are currently being held at 4:30 p.m. on the third 

Tuesday of every month on Zoom. 
The public is cordially invited to attend. 

The 2020 Oxford County Register of Big Trees  

is available by: 

*Emailing oxfordcountyswcd@gmail.com, 

*Calling us at 744-3119, 744-3111 

Skidder Bridge Rental  
We have 2 steel skidder bridges available  

for loan to Maine loggers.  
For more info please call  OCSWCD 744-3111 

Tenmile River Demonstration Forest 
Located in Brownfield, Tenmile River Demonstration Forest is a great 

learning opportunity for all ages.  
Call us at 744-3111 to set up a field trip.  

This property is owned and operated by OCSWCD. 
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Thanks to Our Prize Sponsors 

Aubuchon Hardware 
Tractor Supply 

Young’s Greenhouse 

1st Place Winner 
Weathering the Storm by Tabitha Clowater 

(our cover photo) 
 

I grew up in the small town of Thorndike – Waldo county. 
I still live in a small town in 
Waldo county and I believe that I 
always will.  I love small town life 
where everyone knows everyone 
and is willing to lend a helping 
hand to anyone in need.  I spend 
my days working for Johnny’s 
Selected Seeds where I am a tools 
and shipping customer care 
specialist. I have two children Chet 
19 & Kassie 21.  I love spending 
time with the love of my life Corey 

along with our dogs Max & Bo. Most of our time is spent 
on the water fishing and Kayaking or riding the roads up in 
the county to see if we can find wildlife, just to get out of 
town and spend time together. We love 
hiking and exploring and of course I 
always have my Camera because you 
never know what you may see. 
I wish that everyone could see what I see 
when I look through my Camera lens. 

Honorable Mention ~ Life’s Reflection by Jared Hansen  
 

My interest in photography began when I discovered that I could capture the true essence and beauty of 
Nature through the eye of a camera lens. In high school, I was introduced to the world of digital 
photography. My dad brought home a basic “point and click” digital camera, and I immediately began to 
experiment with taking pictures outside. Very quickly I grew more interested and liked the idea that I 
could have immediate feedback. I have been experimenting and taking 
photos for over 15 years. I have had my photos in exhibits and galleries in the 

Ellsworth, Mount Desert Island and Downeast areas. My major interest is in taking photos 
of nature. I enjoy watching the habits of animals and spend many hours snapping pictures 
of them. I have become interested in macro photography. Some of my favorite subjects 
include: flowers, rocks, leaves, raindrops, frogs, butterflies, turtles, squirrels, birds and all 
kinds of insects. It would not be uncommon to find me knee deep in mud photographing a 
frog or chest deep in water trying to shoot a turtle in the middle of the river.  

Honorable Mention ~Swallowtail on Lilac by Deb Berman 
  

I have always been an avid outdoors person, particularly enjoying hiking and snowshoeing.  Although 
aging has certainly slowed me down, I still get out in the woods or roam the base of mountains and 
ponds as often as I can, year round.  Now I have even more time to do those things, after retiring from 
20 years as an audiologist at Pine Tree Society in Bath and then 20 more years as a speech/language 
therapist in various school districts in Oxford County where I live.  In my younger days I also worked 
summers at Mt. Blue State Park and Cobscook Bay State Park.  Now I volunteer one day a week at the Maine Wildlife 
Park during summers.  And during non-coronavirus winters, I volunteer at the local elementary school near my house, 
reading to kindergarten students.  Taking photos in nature is an activity I’ve enjoyed for many years. 
 The swallowtail on lilac photo was taken with a Canon PowerShot ELPH 140 IS.  It is a very small camera that is easily 
stowed in a pocket.  So when I saw literally dozens upon dozens of swallowtails flitting on and about and around the 
lilac bush in my yard this spring, it was very easy to retrieve the camera and take some photos of the swallowtail dance.  
The butterflies that day seemed like they were in a joyous mood, reveling in the sunshine and the fragrance of the lilacs! 

Annual Photo Contest Winners 

Honorable Mention ~ Blue Skies, Rumford White Cap 
by Allie Burke 

 
Allie Burke was our 2019 1st Place 
Winner and snagged an Honorable 
Mention, too! 
She is the Executive Director of River 
Valley Healthy Communities 
Coalition, in Rumford, Maine. Their 
work is focusing on collaborating 
with community partners to address 

health and wellness is the Greater River Valley Region. 
When not in the office, she is passionate about mountain 
biking, alpine and Nordic skiing, and traveling and 
exploring with her family. She's never not without a 
camera in hand and her family wishes she 
would stop taking SOOO many photos. Her 
husband finally said, "Do something with 
your photos!" So she did. She entered some of 
her favorite photos into several different 
contests and is happy to report she has won a 
few awards.  
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2020Conservation Awards 

 
 
 

Partnership in 

Forestry 

 

 

 
 

Partnership  

In 

Watershed 

Conservation 

 

 

Continuing  

Support of  

Educational  

Programs 

 

 

Volunteer(s)  

of the Year  

 

Watershed Protection Projects, by necessity, involve many partners. Two years ago we recognized 
Bruce and Sylvia Wilson of the Hogan/Whitney Pond Association as the key people in bringing 
about the Hogan/Whitney Ponds Watershed Protection Project. This year we want to recognize 
another vital partner in this project, one whose participation had resulted in the largest impact to the 
reduction of non-point source pollution in the watershed: The Town of Oxford! With the help of 
the Town of Oxford Highway Dept. the Town has now prevented over 100 tons of sediment from 
entering the ponds and their major tributary streams by implementing “Best Management 
Practices” on key areas along Rabbit Valley Rd, Greenbanks Stream, and Winter Brook. The 
project, which ends at the end on this year, could not have achieved that success without the 
assistance of Town Manager, Butch Asselin and Road Foreman, Jim Bennett. Many thanks! 

This year our award for Partnership in Forestry goes to Merle Ring, Forester, Michael Richard, 
District Forester and Jan Santerre of Project Canopy in Augusta for their countless hours of work 
on finding, measuring and recording Maine’s big trees. There is excitement and reverence in the air 
when a big tree is found that has survived the axe and chainsaw! In Oxford County the focus is on 
Maine’s native tree species, while Jan is tasked with recording the largest of all species in the state. 
Some of these champion trees are here because someone lovingly cared for them in their yard and 
some survived because they grew deep in the forest, but their ability to survive may hold the key to 
important information for generations to come. While visiting and measuring are fun and exciting, 
the recording can be a tedious task, so we’d like to recognize these three professionals for their 
contributions to this project. 

Linda Koskela has been my friend since the first day I met her in the early 1990’s, and she’s helped 
as a volunteer since day one. No matter the task. In this year of COVID-19, most of my education 
and outreach had to be set aside, which was so very disappointing, but my focus moved to the 
projects I could work on – the Oxford County Register of Big Trees and the state-wide Invasive 
Forest Pest Grant. Linda and I travelled much of Oxford County, stopping at hiking hot spots to put 
up posters about the newest threats to our Maine trees - Asian Longhorned Beetle, Spotted 
Lanternfly and Oak Wilt. As always, the accompanying message was the same - Don’t Move 
Firewood. Please buy your wood where you’re going to burn it and keep Maine’s trees safe. 

Jack and Wendy Newmeyer of Maine Balsam Fir Products have 
supplied us with ground balsam and pretty handmade bags for all of the 
children who visit Agriculture & Conservation Day at both Waterford 
and Oxford fair for many, many years. Always a favorite with boys and 
girls alike, the children fill the bag of their choice with richly scented 
balsam and pick a ribbon to tie it up. In addition, the Newmeyers have 
donated mini sachets for attendees and great  balsam-filled items for the 
annual ticket auction. 

 
Barbara Lane, owner of Hot Colors Screen Printing has donated  
t-shirts for our Little Hands for Agriculture and Little Hands for 
Forestry program at Waterford Fair for several years. Each year I’ve  
given her the focus for the year and let her come up with a design. She’s 
never failed me ~ the t-shirts have always been a hit with the kids. 

 

Most Valuable 

Technical  

Resource  

Person 

The Soil & Water Conservation Districts across the State of Maine have 
for many years looked to Maine DACF Soil Scientist, Dave Rocque, for 
guidance and information. Dave has provided Conservation Districts with 
Administrative Guidance for over 30 years, but he is more than that. He’s 
the most valuable technical resource person in the entire state when it 
comes to all things SOIL! For many years he’s conducted Septic Installer’s 
workshops, and in recent years, “Gravel Road Maintenance and BMP 
Workshops” for Oxford County SWCD. This past summer, in the midst of 
the Covid-19 crisis, he didn’t let us down. Dave conducted a wonderful 
Gravel Road Workshop as part of the Hogan Whitney Ponds Watershed Protection Project.  
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Education & Outreach 

Support your Oxford County Agricultural Fairs! 

Oxford County 
Fair 

Sept. 15-18,2021 
A good old 

country fair! 

Waterford Fair 
July 16-18, 2021 

Committed to  
our agricultural 

heritage. 

Ossipee Valley 
Fair 

July 8-11, 2021 
The Friendliest 

of Fairs!  

The mission of the Oxford County Soil and Water Conservation District  

is to provide leadership, learning and technical knowledge in the management and conservation of agriculture 

and natural resources by integrating and disseminating local, state and federal resources. 

Native  Plant 

and  

Tree Sale 

We had a great Native Plant & Tree Sale this year! We offered plants for erosion control, 
pollination, wildlife, fragrance, fruit, sun, shade and wet or dry areas. Once again we met at the 
Hooker Family Farm in Oxford to pick up plants (in the snow!). This was Linda’s last year of 
hosting the sale, so here’s a big “Thanks!” for all the biscuits and home-made jam, lemonade and 
coffee, goat’s milk soap, beautiful felted critters and all sorts of farm products. Thanks for making 
pick-up day such a fun chore. 

 
 

 Newsletter 

The OCSWCD monthly newsletter has been a great, less formal, way to connect with the folks who 
we meet on a fairly regular basis. Some have attended our workshops, purchased trout or native 
plants and trees, been financial supporters of our programming, helped as volunteers, get their 
drinking water from our fabulous Cooper Spring, or, well, you get the picture! Thank you for your 
support and comments each month. It’s made the newsletter one of my favorite tasks over the past 
few years, while allowing me to spread the word about OCSWCD’s  mission. 

 
Agriculture 

&  
Conservation 

Day  
at  

Concord 
Pond 

We were so sorry we weren’t able to do the usual Agriculture & Conservation Days at Waterford 
and Oxford fairs this year due to COVID-19. We missed helping the children learn how important 
agriculture, forestry, soils and conservation are to our every day life.  
I did manage to meet with a great group of kids who quarantined at camp on Concord Pond for 
most of the summer. We got together on July 4th to play some games, make some creative things, 
and learn some fun agriculture and conservation stuff! At the end of the day kids and parents got 
together to complete a nature-based scavenger hunt and enjoy cookies and lemonade. 
In the last few years many long-empty camps have been purchased and are being fixed up, so the 
population of children has really ballooned. My plans for the upcoming summer include a weekly 
conservation/nature/camping program led by parents and grandparents. We already have a retired 
forester who has offered to do a “camp cooking” class!  

 
 
 

 

Invasive  

Forest Pest 

Outreach  

The new targets of the Maine Association of Conservation Districts Invasive Forest Pest Grant are 
Asian Longhorned Beetle, Spotted Lanternfly and (not a pest, but a fungus) Oak Wilt disease. In 
order to get the word out, we had to revamp our usual presentation and come up with some fresh 
ways to connect with people. One way to do this was in the form of webinars. There were 4 of them 
presented, designed to cover the state, all of them very well attended. We were also able to get the 
word out by placing some great new posters at trail heads throughout the county. Hiking trails were 
the go-to place to be this year and even those located in out-of-the-way places were busy. 
So please remember these facts from our posters: 
 Invasive forest pests jeopardize over 33,500 jobs in Maine and threaten our iconic woods and 

waters. 
 89% of Maine is forested and at risk of damage from invasive forest pests. 
 $8.58B was generated in 2018 by the Maine forest industry. 
 Firewood isn’t dead– A New Hampshire study found an average of 35 insects per piece of 

confiscated out-of-state firewood. 
 Moving firewood spreads forest-destroying insects and disease. 
Please remember - Report signs of invasive forest pests to bugwatch@maine.gov  
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2020 Oxford County Register of Big Trees 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Great Year for the 2020 Oxford County Register of Big Trees  
 
This has been an amazing year for the Oxford County Register of Big Trees!  Oxford County’s 
newest champion is a Balsam Poplar, or for those of you familiar with the works of local author 
C.A. Stephens, a Balm of Gilead. Located in Bethel at the home of Scott and Michele Cole, the tree 
is 105 feet tall, 194 inches in circumference, and has a total of 318.6 points. It’s a beauty, but not 
only did it become our latest county champ, it also became a state champion. In all, Oxford County 
lost 1 state champ and added 10 new trees to the Maine Register of Big Trees, for a total of 17 State 
Champions!  
 
The other big news is that Oxford County now has its first 2 nominations for the National Registry 
of Big Trees! The two entries are a Mountain Paper Birch, also located in Bethel, and an Eastern 
Hophornbeam planted on Paris Hill in 1812. 
 
Here’s a breakdown of where the Registry now stands: 
New County Champions: 
   Balsam Poplar, Bethel, nominated and owned by Scott and Michele Cole 
   Bigtooth Aspen (co-champ), Paris, nominated by Rob and Jean Federico, owned by Komulainen 
   White Spruce (co-champ), Paris, nominated by Jean Federico, owned by Talley 
 
Existing State Champions (prior to 2020): 
   American Basswood, Waterford, nominated and owned by John and Karen O’Brien 
   American Sycamore, Waterford, nominated and owned by Willoughby 
   Black Oak, Sumner, nominated and owned by Don and Lee Berry 
   Northern Red Oak, Lovell, nominated and owned by Fred Mitchell 
   Redcedar, Hebron, nominated by Fred Huntress and owned by Magers 
   Silver Maple, Fryeburg, nominated and owned by Russell 
   White Ash, Waterford, nominated by Helene Decker and owned by Colbath 
 
New State Champions: 
   American Beech, Paris, nominated and owned by Woodworth 
   American Chestnut, Hebron, nominated and owned by Siekman and Crockett 
   Balsam Poplar, Bethel, nominated and owned by Scott and Michele Cole 
   Butternut, Buckfield, nominated and owned by Root Star Farm 
   Eastern Hophornbeam, nominated by Leroy Wilson, owned by Hammond 
   Eastern White Pine, Sumner, nominated and owned by Standard 
   Mountain Paper Birch, Bethel, nominated by MacKenzie Federico, owned by Ryan 
   Northern White Cedar, Lovell, nominated and owned by Shoo Hale 
   Staghorn Sumac, Sumner, nominated by MaKayla Federico, owned by Fournier 
   Tamarack, Milton Plantation, nominated by MacKenzie Federico, owned by Billings 
 
Nominees for National Registry: 
   Mountain Paper Birch, Bethel, nominated by MacKenzie Federico, owned by Ryan 
 
National Registry of Big Trees 
   Eastern Hophornbeam, nominated by Leroy Wilson, owned by Hammond 
    
Many of these great trees are still living because they are growing deep in a forest, while others      
are located on a roadside or main byway. Many of the tree owners are very proud of their trees and 
love to share with interested folks, but please check with OCSWCD for permission to visit. For a 
copy of the 2020 Oxford County Registry of Big Trees, please contact OCSWCD by emailing  
oxfordcountyswcd@gmail.com or calling us at 207.744.3119. The new, updated Maine Register of 
Big Trees may be viewed online at https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/publications/index.html. 

"Let's take our hearts for a walk in the woods and listen to the magic whispers of old trees." 

~ Author Unknown ~ 

Mtn. Paper Birch 

E. Hophornbeam 

American Beech 

Butternut 

No. White Cedar 

mailto:oxfordcountyswcd@gmail.com
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjkuMjc5MDk0ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2djYzAyLnNhZmVsaW5rcy5wcm90ZWN0aW9uLm91dGxvb2suY29tLz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cubWFpbmUuZ292JTJG
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If you haven’t discovered the District's Tenmile River 
Demonstration Forest already, you really need to check it out. 
This year with Covid-19 propelling people towards outdoor 
activities, the Demo Forest received a huge uptick in visitation 
as evidenced by the large number of entries in the visitor log.  
The Demo Forest consists of 317 acres of woodland on the 
boundary line of the towns of Hiram and Brownfield. Well-
marked trails lead visitors throughout the forest to places with 
resting benches and interpretive signage that explain some of 
the forest management activities that the district has 
implemented as well as providing interesting information 
about some of the special features and wildlife habitat in the 
forest which include: a kettle hole spruce bog, a beaver pond, 
a pristine brook trout stream, plantation pine stands, and 
upland hardwood forest. 
This past summer we added an additional trail to the over 5 
miles of trail in the Demo Forest. It is a 1/3 mile trail that goes 

around the Kettle Hole, an interesting and beautiful geologic feature that you can find out more 
about from the educational signage at the viewing platform. You can get to it by following the 
Tenmile River Trail where you’ll see signage towards the end directing you there. 
On the other side of Notch Rd. are the Hiram Hill/Hughes Tracts, donated only 3 years ago. This 
area  has a dense Oak and Beech forest canopy with large amounts of Witch Hazel and ferns 
resting below. Here, there are also several well marked trails: The Rocky Way Trail, the Hiram 
Hill Loop and the Hughes Oak Trail. (1.5 miles  total). 
The District welcomes the public to enjoy these beautiful woodlands. There are lots of activities 
that can be enjoyed here such as blueberry picking, geocaching, and wildlife watching. In winter 
it’s also a great place to snowshoe. Check out the Tenmile River Demonstration Forest (600 
Notch Rd. in Hiram) the next time you and your family are looking for someplace to explore. 

 
 
 

 
 

Tenmile River 

Demonstration 

Forest 

~ 

600 Notch 

Road, 

Brownfield 

 

District Properties 

 
Cooper Spring 

~ 

403 Mt. Mica 

Road, 

South Paris 

Cooper Spring proved to be a lifeline for some folks this year as 
drought conditions prevailed throughout most of the spring and 
summer, and shallow wells in some areas of Oxford County were 
going dry. As always the District conducted it’s monthly bacteria 
tests to assure the spring continued to meet Maine Drinking Water 
standards and, as always, it has passed with flying colors. This year 
the State of Maine Drinking Water program Inspector came out to 
inspect the spring. He was pleased to see how well the grounds were 
maintained and how careful people taking water from the spring 
were being to socially distance considering the increased usage.  The 
District considers the spring to be a very important resource. We 
continue our stewardship of the spring knowing that people not only 
enjoy it’s delicious water but rely on it’s purity.    

Colton and McDonough Brook Dams, located in Stow, were 
originally part of the Cold River Watershed Flood Control 
Project in the 1960’s and 70’s.  Numerous agencies partnered in 
sponsoring this federally funded project including the US Forest 
Service (Colton Brook Dam is within the White Mt Natl 
Forest), the Soil Conservation Service (now NRCS), the Town 
of Stow, and the Maine Soil Conservation Commission. Many 
of these entities have backed away from the project leaving the 
Oxford County Soil & Water Conservation District with the 
responsibility of maintaining them. The District staff and 

Supervisors spend over 120 man-hours every year, removing debris from the outlets, mowing and 
cutting back growth from the emergency spillways, as well as updating the Emergency Action 
Plan that sets in motion the emergency response in the event one of the dams fails.  

 
 

Colton  

& McDonough 

Dams 
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LakeSmart 

 
 
 
 

The LakeSmart Program went semi-remote this summer with Covid guidance from Maine Lakes 
encouraging limiting personal contact as much as possible. Dave Clement, Coordinator of the 
Worthley Pond Lake Smart Program was still working hard behind the scenes encouraging people 
who had participated in past years to follow through with there plans to work towards award status. 
Instead of the usual 4-6 all-day visits to Worthley Pond, there were only 2. There were though, 
numerous new participants in the program who filled out a 4 page questionnaire and sent along 
photos of the parts of their properties that the LakeSmart program focuses on: Driveways, Septic 
areas and Roof-driplines, Yard vegetation and Shoreline Buffer areas. It was still very difficult to 
evaluate them so ultimately OCSWCD staff person, Michele Windsor, had to visit in person. By 
summer’s end there were 4 new participants and 3 Awards. Not bad for the Year of Covid. 

2020 Oxford County Soil & Water Conservation District Project Highlights 

 At the end of this year the Hogan Whitney Pond Watershed Protection 
Project will be complete after 2 years of hard work and the challenges 
of the last year working under Covid-19 precautions. The project, as all 
319 projects, requires the District and it’s partners to work together with 
watershed residents to address  reducing Non-Point Source (NPS) pol-
lution on private properties, private roads and town roads. NPS pollu-
tion is caused by erosion and sedimentation which carries soil particles, 
via stormwater runoff, to streams and to the ponds. Soil particles carry 
with them the nutrient phosphorous which feeds algae growth in the 
ponds. Algae blooms, which happen when there is an excess of phos-
phorous, and can lead to strong declines in water quality as they turn 
pond water slimy and green.  
     When the project began almost 2 years ago, the goals were to ad-
dress 15 large NPS sites which included several sites in the Two Lakes 
Campground, along with Town road ditches, and several stream cross-
ings that were contributing large amounts to soil sediment to Hogan and 
Whitney Ponds. Rick Clifford, manager of Two Lakes Campground, 
and the Town of Oxford were hugely cooperative and enthusiastic part-
ners in the effort. Together they made the largest contributions to reduc-
ing NPS in the watershed. The sites that were improved in the 
campground reduced sediment input to the pond by over 16.8 tons and 
the Town of Oxford Highway Depts efforts resulted in a whopping 100 
plus tons of sediment averted. An amazing accomplishment given the 
initial goal was to reduce 70 tons, and we exceeded it by over 50 tons! 
     Owners of residential properties also played a large part in making improvements that de-
creased erosion and sedimentation. In all 9 residents implemented Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) that were recommended to them by OCSWCD staff, Michele Windsor, and project partner 
Jeff Stern of the Androscoggin River Watershed Council.  
     The education component of the project was also successfully carried out this summer. Michele 
conducted a Shoreline Buffer Workshop in June and coordinated a Gravel Road BMP and Mainte-
nance Workshop, conducted by Soil Scientist Dave Rocque, in July. Both were well attended with 
attendees abiding by all guidance for facial masks and social distancing. In addition 2 educational 
signs were created and erected that show some ways that watershed residents can help protect their 
watershed. One located at the end of Hogan Pond Lane and the other at Rabbit Valley Rd and King 
St. 
     This project was funded in part by a grant from the US Environ-
mental Protection Agency under the Clean Water Act. Cash “match” 
was also provided by the Hogan Whitney Ponds Association, Nor-
way Savings Bank and the NE Grassroots Environmental Fund. The 
Town of Oxford and Two Lakes Campground provided “In-kind 
match” for their parts of the project.. The District extends it’s appre-
ciation to Amanda Pratt, of Maine DEP, for project support.    

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hogan /

Whitney 

319  

Watershed 

Protection  

Project 

Two Lakes Campground 
Boat Launch Before  

Boat Launch After 
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Engineering and Technical Assistance 

 

NRPA and 

PBR  

Permitting  

Assistance 

Watershed  

Surveys and 

319 Project 

Support 

This spring a Watershed Survey was planned for the Bear Pond Watershed which is in Hartford and 
Turner. Covid-19 concerns required some adjustments in the planning and carrying out  of the sur-
vey since doing the survey necessitates some public contact. Those contacts made during surveys 
help bring awareness to property owners about erosion and sedimentation in the watershed and the 
importance of limiting impacts to waterbodies by taking actions to prevent erosion. The survey was 
done by DEP staff in part and waterfront properties were surveyed in September, carried out by a 
group of enthusiastic volunteers. Watershed surveys often lead to applying for 319 grants to help 
address the NPS problem areas identified in the survey. 

As always, the District was available to provide technical assistance to private property owners 
throughout Oxford County. Typically we respond to requests within a couple days. Sometimes the 
technical assistance is no more complicated than providing advice on strategies to prevent erosion 
other times we need to engage the services of our contracted engineer, Ross Cudlitz to provide engi-
neering solutions. This fall we helped several property owners along the shoreline of Whitney Pond 
in Oxford with solutions that involved the preparation of DEP permits; a Permit by Rule (PBR) and 
an individual NRPA permit which is much more involved and lengthy. Both properties had high 
steep banks that were experiencing erosion. One required riprap stabilization and Erosion Control 
Mulch, the other required an engineering approach since the bank was severely undermined and in 
danger of collapse. If you need help with DEP permitting, call us. 

Technical Assistance for Towns 
OCSWCD offers Site Plan and Subdivision Peer Review for Town Planning Boards and  

 Town/Municipal assistance: 3rd Party Compliance Inspection (ME DEP Certified). 

GIS Mapping Services   
 GIS Mapping services are now being offered  to Town Planning Departments and CEOs in Oxford County as a  

fee-for-service.  Maps and Map packages include: Tax Parcel Maps, Natural Resource Maps, Soil Maps, Shoreland 
Zoning Maps, Land Use Maps, Aerial Photo Maps, and Land Cover Maps.  

Maps are available as large format prints or electronic PDF files for printing on demand.  
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Many Thanks to Our Long-Time Sponsors 

 Everett Excavation Corp. ~ 207.743.9000 
 Gravel, Fill, Sewage Systems, Site Preparation, Demolition   
 J. Boyce Builders, Inc. ~ 207.743.7887 
 Quality Homes and Renovations  
 ECI Materials ~ 207.743.7500 
 Sand & Gravel, Crushed Stone, Bark Mulch, Crushed Gravel, Stone Dust, Screened Loam, Recycled  
 Concrete, Stump Grinding, Firewood  
 Cooper Farms ~ 207.674.2200 
 Fruits and Vegetables, Apples- wholesale and retail, Meats- wholesale & Retail  
 Everett Propane, Inc. ~ 207.674.2222 
 Commercial and Residential  
 Hooker Family Farm ~ 207.890.4215  
 Farm to Table, Hay, Beef, Goat’s Milk Soap, Maple Syrup, Honey, Eggs, Vegetables    
 Conant Acres ~ 207.597.2810 
 Dairy 
 Forest Commodities, Inc. ~ 207.743.8400 
 Firewood, Timber Harvesting, Whole Tree Chipping, Buyer of Land & Timber   
 H&R Block ~ 207.743.6923 
 Payroll, Bookkeeping, Tax and Advice  


